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Claims 1-2, 4-1 and 18-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for arabinogalactan derivatives, does not reasonably provide 
enablement for biological and functional equivalents of arabinogalactan, which include compounds 
structurally unrelated to arabinogalactan. The specification does not enable any person skilled in 
the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention commensurate in scope with these claims. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this OflSce action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign cotxntry or in public use or 
on sale in this countn', more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained tliough the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as obvious over LAREX Material Safety Data sheet or the PCT Patent 

No. WO 97,35472. 

Each of LAREX and the PCT Patent discloses a composition containing an electrolyte 
solution and arabinogalactan. The PCT Patent further disclose a method for preserving cells by 
contacting cells with a solution containing electrolytes and arabinogalactan and freezing the same. 
The claimed compositions and methods are anticipated by LAREX and the PCT Patent. In 
addition, if there are any differences between the claimed compositions and methods and the prior 



art compositions and methods the differences would appear to be minor in nature and the claimed 
compositions and methods, which fall within the scope of the prior art disclosure, would have 
been prima facie obvious from the said prior art disclosure to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the instant invention was made. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Elli Peselev whose telephone number is (703) 308-4616. The examiner can 
normally be reached on weekdays from 9.30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Gary Geist, can be reached on (703) 308- 1 701 . The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-4556. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1235. 




